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periments, reported it inert, and, 
overrated by Dr. Latham. ([Eprror. 


The following essay on the potatoe, by H.C. Wone- 
HAM, is extracted from the Phi ia Journal | 
@f Medical and Physical Science: 1823. No. XI. 


“THE solanum tuberosum, according to botanical | 
writers, belongs to the class pentandria, order mo- | 
nogynia, and- of the natural family lurid of Lin- 
awus, and selene of Jussieu. It is known by the 


pointed—coroila, ° 
“The natural history of this plant, seems not so 
well settled as its botanical characters. Its disco- | 
very and native history are, indeed, involved in | 
doubt and vbhscurity, and rendered still more intri- 
cate to trace, from the little attention they have | 
received. is i 


tention of the naturalist, is a circumstance not rea- 
dily to be explained. It is, however, generally be- | 
lieved to have been indigenous in this country, as 
far as I can determine, frem the few vacue and un- 


connected remarks to be met with in different au- ! 


thors. Yet there are not wanting others, who assert 
the contrary, and consider it to have had its origin | 
in South Ameri those are Cicca, Comma- 
na, and Acosta, who wrote about the middle of the 
sixteenth century, aed by whom we are told, that. 
the inhabitants of Quito and its vicinity, have besides 
maize, a tuberous root, which they eat, and call pa-| 
pas. Clusius supposed this to be the convolvulus 


battata, which he received from Flanders in 1596, 4 leigh plan 
during his residence at Vienna, under the name of: ball, in the county of Cork. An anecdote is also re- 


mratoufli, an appellation by which the Italians dis-| 


tinguish all tube roots—and this conjecture ap- 
pears to be confi by travellers, who have since 
visited that country. If this had been the selanum 


tuberosum, how, as Clusius asks, could the know- 
ledge of it have been so long in reaching us! and | 
continues he, how could they have been ignorant of 
it at Padua, antil [ sent it from Frankfort. 

“In his characters of the kings of England, Holt 
ascribes the introduction of this plant into Ireland, 
to Sir John Hawkins, who Lrought it from Santa 
Fe, as | as the year 1565. But little founda- 


| Sir Walter 
| wards sent to hum by Thomas Greenville, or Mr. 


| Herriot, one 
i and this qual~ would 
ceactaal treme tes soni 0 = s roots are round, some as large ys a walnut, others 


ty in a case || ing 


| alludes, and that openawk is 


Walter Raleigh, on 
y carried it, or that it was after- 


Lane, ey or Virginia. Mr. Thomas 

j the colouists who went out with 
them, wrote an account of the reot called openawk, 
which be describes in the following manner. The 





much : grow in a damp soil, many hang- 
ras if fixed on . are food 
either boiled or roasted — = 

“It is plainly to be seen from this description, that 
the root under consideration, is the one to which he 
nothing more than the 
Indian name for the - The authority, how- 
ever, for the fact does not rest with those writers. 


| 





We are told by Gerarde, that he received roots from 
Virginia, in 1597, called norembega, which prosper- 
ed as well in his garden, as in their own native coun- 
try. He called them Virginia potatoes, to distin- 
guish them from the convoivulus battata, which was 
at that time much better krown, and called pota- 
toes, from the ish name battata. He thus de-| 
scribes them. ‘The root is thick, fat, and tuberous, | 
not much differing in shape, colour, or taste, from, 
the common potatoe, saving that the roots are not so! 
great nor long; some of them round as a ball, some 








naturally in America, where it was discovered.— 


egg fashion, some longer, others shorter. It groweth | 
when, by a sudden fluctuation of opinion, it again 


VOL. L 


potatoe 
at that time. It will 
Sir Walter’s instructions, the 


atoe from Ireland, gradually made its 
way into and, as some say, by the accidental ship- 
wreck of a vessel on the coast of North Melos, in 
the county of Lancashire,a place even now famous 
for the tion of this vegetable in the greatest 

rfection. Its cultivation was for some considera. 


out any conception of the vast utility that would 
arise from bringing it into general use. Such in- 
deed, was the little attention it received, that it lin- 
— in obscurity until the year 1662, when the 

yal Society considered it as an article of nation- 
al importance, and recommended its general culti- 
vation. The potatoe did not make its way into 
France as early as might have been expected, from 
the high recommendations it received in England.— 
i in his j to Paris, in 1698, informs us, 
that the potatoe at that time was scarcely to be found 
in the French markets. Its fortune ee 
to have been various, determined very much by the 
sudden revolutions which have particularly charac- 
terized that nation. Miller telis us, that it was not 
much cultivated till the year 1742—and in 1749, it 
fell into contempt—and its cultivation left wholly to 
the lower class of people. Its importance, however, 
svon began to revive, and claim a general notice, 


| light upon the introduction of the pot 


Bauken also observes, that the potatoes came from lost its reputation. Yet it was not doomed to slum- 
Virginia into England, thence into France, and | ber long, for the necessities of the people had driven 
other countries. || them to inventions, and they were willing toseize upon 

“Writers are not sufficiently agreed, as to the any thing that would be likely tu resist the ingress of 
time when the potatoe was introduced into Europe. | famine. The prejudices against its introduction still, 
It was certainly cultivated and used for food by the | however, continued, amidst this vacillation of opi- 
Irish, long befure its utility was known in Engiand. | nion, until th production of bread made from the fa- 


| It is stated by Mr. Campbell! to have been introdu- | rina of the po...ioe, incombination with wheaten flour. 
|| ced into Ireland about the year 1610, and by Miller | This, at least, gained for it a temporary reputation, 





and scemed to ensure it 2 durable existence, 

ibere was still something warting te fix its character 
‘as a wholesome article of focd—which was reserved 
rarde, that he cultivated it in 1597. It is no easy for Parmentier, who, in 1773, brought forth a speci- 
|matter to reconcile the statements of those dii- men of bread from the farina of the potatoe alone.-— 
ferent authors, much less to divest the subject of In Germany its fortune was not se precarious. It 
| that obscurity, with which it seems to be enve- | appears readily to have paved its way, and to have 
loped. The must generally received vpinion, and | been cultivated as early as the year 1601—since, 
‘that which is substantiated by far the greater mass | Clusius says, ea plerisque Germania hortis satis rul- 
|of evidence, ascribes its introduction to Sir Walter gario dvdum facta. In Italy its fate was nearly al- 
| Raleigh on Lis return from Virginia, in 1586. Gouge | lied to the experiment in France: so great. indeed, 
in his edition of Camden's Britannia, states, that Ra- | were the prejudices which it had to encounter. that, 
ted the potatoe at his residence, Yough- | we are told, a ship load of the roots having been sent 
‘from England to Naples, to relieve the inhabitants 
+ of that place, who were then the victims of famine 
atoe into Ire- and discase, that the mere name of potatoe, as food, 
‘land, that J hope I shall be excused the liberty of carried with it such dread, tlat they chose rather to 
transcribing it. On his return he gave some of the | bear the horrors of their situation. than purchase tle 

potatoes to his gardener, as a fine fryit from Ameri- article. But happily for that portion of country, 
lea, and ordered them to be planted in his garden.— | those prejudices gave wey to the magic wand of sci- 
In August the piants flowered, and in September | euce; and the potatoe now srpplies the food of these 
produced the fruit. But the berries were so difler- | wretched vagrants, «bho were befure doomed to sub- 
ent from what the gardener expected, that in an ill | sist on the watery courd. , 
humour he carried the potatoe apples to his master,|| “In Scotland, Sweden, and Burgundy, it bad to 
and is this, said he. the fine fruit from America you | contend alike with the obstacles which bad so long 
| praised so highly! Sir Walter either was. or pretend- , Opposed it. But it is eratifying to learn, that the 


as late as the year 1623. Why they should have as- 
' signed so late a period to its introduction, is not ea- 


sily accounted for, when we are informed by Ge- 


‘lated of his gardener, which sheds much additional 





tion existed for such an assertion, as appears from 





‘ed to be ignorant of the matter, and desired the | potatoe is ultimately finding its way into the remo- 
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ted the farina of this root to the making of bread, bis- 
cuit, and pastry, with different of flour, 
and found that they resisted Letter the effect of cii- | 
made wholly of wheaten flour. It} 


* 
f 


5 


i 


i 
i 


: 
J 


| 


at 
. 


i 


i 


H 
; 
| 


is 
EF 


t 


§ 


| 
| 


| 


I 


i 
| 


| 
i 


its 


! 
i 


| 


a 
& 


BE 


| 
: 
f 
i 
| 


i 
: 
i 


: 


a 
$ 


i 
rh 
. 
. 


2 


i 
: 
f 


SEES 
i 
Hi 
: 
f 
Hie 
J 


? 


i 


i 
: 
: 


3 
— 
* 


a careful investigation, 
the potatoe was composed 

of a peculier animal matter, and of certain | 

The existence of these princi does not) 
explain the cause of the spirituous fermentation which | 
they undergo, when exposed in the ordinary manner 
to requisite temperature. It became then a deside- 


toe, supplies the place 
alone this peculiar process is conceived to be 
By a well regulated set of iments, made by Dr. | 
Reshier, it is shown to sugar and gum, in the 
proportion of sixty-four grains of mucous sugar, to 
two hundred and twenty grains of gum in the pound. | 
It also appears from the i of Vanquelin, | 
that resin and animalized matter are the only sapi 
ingredients of the potatoe, and give it the supe 
flavour, perceived when the article is eaten roasted, 
and which is nesessarily lost by boiling. 
— — 

*Cu⸗e of Neuralgia cured by Acupuncturation.— 
Communicated by J. Huntean Ewinc, M.D. 
“Tue attention of the Medical public having) 
been of late much excited on the subject of acu- | 
puncturation, I am induced to communicate the ful- | 

case 
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“The success which now attends the rearing of 
this vegetable could not have been anticipated, even | 
by the most sanguine, from the many formidable ob- 
stacles over which it had to triumph. | 

“Having its origin in a warm climate, it was sup- 
posed to be intolerant of cold, and upon that ac-| 
count, incapable of cultivation in more northern | 
climes. Bat experience has shown the contrary, 
and the is naturalized almost in every re- 
= the lower classes of e, it is one of 
the greatest blessings that the soil uces, forming ° 
flour without a mill, and bread without an oven, :ndj| “For eighteen months, Miss————had been afflict- | 
at all scasons of the year, an agreeable, wholesome | ted, at intervals, with a severely painful affection 
dish, unaided by expensive or injurious condiments. | of the nerves of the right cheek, immediately below | 
What resources does the potatoe present to us! Its | the orbit of the eye, and extending to the angle of 
stalk, considered asa texile plant,furnishes in Austria || the lower jaw. On the 14th of January, 1826, she |, 
a sort of fax—when burned it yields much potash— | was attacked more violently than usuzl, and the re- 
its apples when ripe and crushed, ferment and give | medics, which had previously afforded some relief. | 
spirits by distillation—its tubercles made intoa pulp, | now failed. Stimulating cataplasms, warm embro- | 
are a substitute for soap, in bleaching. Cooked by | cations, laudanum, internally and externally, beat | 
steam, the potatoe ix most ealthy food. By differ- | applied externally to the cheek by means of very | 
ent manipniations it furnishes two kinds of ‘“ur—a | hot flannels, produced not the slightest mitigation of 
gruel and a parenchyma, whieh may be applied to || the pain; and she continned to suffer excessive!: | 
swncrease the bulk of brew made from grain. Treat-| until the afternoon of the 15th; when acupunct 
ed chemically, it is converted into beer, vinegar, f tion being proposed, she consented to the operat 
spirits, Ac. . / | with this remark ,—any thing to relieve me from this 
“It will be i , that the potatoe is suscepti- || agony. 
ble of 2 very and diversified application. and bien | Phe needies were immediately procured, and 
de ervine the oe 4 2 oe Nu- t three inserted shout an inch from each other. Two 
merous experimen € already veecn commenced, | in a line paralie| with the inferior edge of the or' it 
and considerably extended on the farina of this ve- F of the 8 and alt an inch below it; and a third be 
getable, and by which it appears to be equal iw nu- | low, and equi-distant from the others. The first 
tritiogs properties to that of any otier article—| two were introduced to the depth of three-fourths 
From some comparative experiments by ‘tr. W irate-) of an inch, the last, a full inch. hey were inserted 
by, of Cork. it is plainly shown, that the sune quan-| very gradually and with a rotary motion. 
oto loud cultivated in potatoes, will produce one | “The second needle was scarcely introduced, be- 

more farina, tuan the same land applied to the | fore the patient exclaimed, the pain has entirely 
production of farina from wheat. He also appropria-4left me. When the third was introduced, she expe- 
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| diately, and the 








rienced a stiffness in 
a creeping sensation, as 
drawn across the face; 
whatever. 

“Such was the exhausted state of her 
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Bow passed, and she has had no re- 
often since exposed to causes, which, 
heretofore, had always excited violent attacks.— 


f 
1 


days without severe suffering. 

‘Although | have performed this operation many 
times, and been present when others have performed 
it, I have never seen a case, in which its efficacy was 


mined to try the new method of treating pneumo- 
nia with large doses of antimony, in consequence of 
reading an account of the practice in our cotempora- 
ry of the North. A patient soon presented himself, 
with sympte. f paimonic inflammation. He was 


|} a stout man, 44 yearsofage. Mr. W. took away 30 


ounces of blood, and ordered a mixture containig Diij. 
antim. tartarisat. Jiss. tinct. camp. comp. and $i). of 
water. Half of this was directed to be taken imme- 
remainder in two hours. 

Second day. Mr. W. found his patient sitting by 
the fire side. He had spent a restless night. He had 
taken the medicine Se The — — 
grains) caused nausea, but no vomiting. second 
— — to have produced any particu- 


| lar effect—at least none on record. The pulse was 


lowered from 104 to 98. The other uswal symptoms 
of ja continued. He was ordered to bed, 
and a purgative of calomel! and jalap prescribed. In 
the evening the symptoms were rather increased. A 
mixture was directed, containing four grains of the 
tartrite of antimony, one drachm of laudanum, and 
four ounces of water—a fourth part every three bours. 
“Third day. Perspired much in the 
nausea—the symptoms ameliorated. The antimoni- 
al solution repeated, with the addition of two grains 
of tartar emetic. 
“The case is too tedious for detail: we shall, there 
“re, content ourselves with saying, that the patient 
vas obliged to be thrice bled from the arm, and once 
hy leeches—that a copivus perspiration was produced 
by the large doses of antimony, but no vomiting— 
that, when the medicine was reduced to 
tively smail doses, constant nausea, and at last vomi- 
ting was produced—that the disease was much longer 
under treatment thag is usual in acute pneumonia— 
that the medicine proved erfolly diuretic as well 
as diaphoretic—and, finally, that the case does not 
hold out much temptation to imitate the ice, 
though it proves, as far as one case goes, 
doses of tartar emetic are nvt productive of so much 
sickness of stomach 2s smal! ones —E£d. Jour. July, 
1825. 





| proved serviceaile in cases of colic, where emetics | 






WEDNESDAY, A 16, 1026. 
LL 
degree of heat, from the first to the 
one i pais taath, wen en Gn 15th, at2 P.M. 
stood at 91. The lowest fall was 


on at 6 P.M. when it fell to The mean 
temperature for the above time was75 1-2. The 


range 36. 


A * 


side nearly to the base; divided at the border into 
five ual segments, two of which are 
erect, the other three shorter and broader, forming 
a lower lip to the flower. 

The capsules are biadder-like, (inflated;) ovate, 
about half an inch long; many seeded; crowned with 
the five aw leaves of the calyx; when pressed 
between the fingers they burst with a i i 
in contain. The leaves, 
when torn, yield a milky juice from the bruken ends 
of the veins. The lower seed-vessels are often full 

¢ flowers are still blooming. 

— Found in the pastures | 
west of this city, and also in Covington. 

Class V. Pentandria. Order 1. Monogynia. 

Natural order. C ° 

Cuaracter or tux Genus. Flowers 
talous, superior; corolla irregular, cloven; anthers 
united; stigma capitate; capsules 2 or 3-celled. 

Cusnacres or THe Srecies. Inflata. Stem e-| 
rect; leaves ovate, slightly serrate; longer than the’ 


Menicat Uses. ‘The leaves chewed are at first | 
insipid, says Dr. Cutler, but soon become pungent, | 
occasioning a copious discharge of saliva. If they | 
are held in the mouth for sume time they produce 
giddiness and pain in the head, with o trmbding agi- | 
tation of the whole body; at length they bring on ex- | 
treme nausea and vomiting. ‘The taste resembles | 
that of tartar emetic. A piant yo ot 
tive properties, notwithstanding violent effects” 
from chewing the leaves, may possibly become a, 
valuable medicine. 

“It was employed by the aborigines as an emetic, 
and also by those empirics who affect to deal in In- 
dian remedies only. As a new article it bas lately’ 
excited much speculation in the New-England 
States, and its properties have very frequently been | 
suljected to the test of practical experiment. It is. 
found to operate as a speedy aud active emetic; and it 
often induces a most protuse perspiration immedi- 
ately after being received into the stomach. It has 


\ 


were indicated. In a variety of instances it has | 
been administered as a — in asthmatic wed, 












tions, and on competent authority we are assured, 
that it has in general manifested considerable etfi- 
cacy, and sometimes proved more beneficial in this | 
disease than any other medicine. From 


some of its effects, an eminent physician lube- 
lia seems to he related to the narcotic plants; to the 


stimulant; its stimulus appears to be of the diffusi iv 





mouth and first passages it proves acrid and highly | 
e 












as Dr. Cutler, on taking it, experienced an ir- {the tincture in asthmatic cases with much 
of the skin over the whole body. It is pro· but the effects have not been uniformly the 

bably one of the most powerful vegetable substances In all instances of which I have had information, 
with which we are , aud no rational it has produced immediate relief, but the effects have 
ee Sara hae Ateet in — kinds of asthma. Some 
melancholy consequences re- patients have been severely puked with a tea- 

from the use So iptalis Inflate, co tataty of- — bat im all cones — to be 
the adventurous hands of a noted em- - The asthma with which I have been af- 
- af tm Gehctorions poe} 

its rious 

— | The dese in whieh te is| 
prescribe requently with im- 
tea-spoonful of the powdered | 
often repeated. If the medi- 
cine does not puke or evacuate powerfully, it fre- 
the patient, and sometimes in five | 


horses and cattle have been supposed to he 
eating it accidentaliy. The specific qua- 
this bighly active plant, promising to be of 
ty y, Should »e particularly investiga- 
by ingenious and intelligeat meo; that its rank 
the Materia Medica may we clearly ascertained. 
Doses. “The foilowing ighly ioteresting obser 
2 = from the Rev. Dr. rr ey 

“When I was preparios my nical paper, sa 
the Doctor, I given it (the lobeiia) oniy a —— 
ry examination, and having some doubt about its 
specific characters, I suspected it to be a new spe-| 
cies. Accidentally ascertaining its emetic property, | 
I inserted it with the ific name, emetic weed.— | 
By chewing a smail part of it, commonly no more! 
than one or two of the capsules, it proves a gentle 
emetic. Ifthe tity bea little increased, it ope- 
rates as an emetic, and then as a cathartic, iis effects 
being much the same as those of the common eme- 
tics and cathartics. It has been my misfurtune, the 
author observes, to be an asthmatic fur about ten 
years. I have made — — — variety of the 
usual remedies with very little benefit. In several 
paroxysms I had found unmediate relief more fre- 
quently than frum any thing else, from the skunk- 
cabbage. The last summer I had the severest at- 
tack | ever experienced. It commenced early in 
August, and continued ahout eight wecks. Dr. Dru- 
ry, of Marblehead, also an asthmatic, had made use 
of a tincture of the Indian tobacco, by the advise of 
a friend, in a severe paroxysm early in the spring. — 
It gave Lim immediate relief, and he has been en- 
tirely free from the complaint from that time. I had 
a tincture made of the fresh t, and took care to 
have the spirit fully saturated, which, | think, is im- 
portant. Ina paroxysm, which, perbaps, was as se- 
vere as I ever experienced, the didiculty of breathing ( Continued.) 
extreme, and after it had continued for a considera-|| The appearance of persons wio have long been 
ble time, I took a table-spoonful. In three or four | exposed to an impure atmosphere; whether in con- 
minutes my breathing was as free as it ever was, but | fined a ts or in malarious districts, is a livid 
I felt no nausea at the stomach. In ten minutes! | shining skin; tumified abdomen; furred tongue; las- 
took another spoonful, which occasioned sickness. situde, manifested in a lounging listless walk; irri- 
After ten minutes I took the third, which produced || tability; irregular and defective appetite; with an 
sensible effects upon the coats of the stomach, and a || alternating, constipated, and lax state of the bowels. 
very little moderate puking, and a kind of prickly ||) ‘The preventives to the effects of a confined heated 
sensation through the whole system, even to the ex- H air, are, well ventilated clambers, situated as high 
tremities of the and toes. The urivary pas- | from the level of the greatest proportion of the sur- 
sage was perceptibly affected Ly producing a smart- rounding country as possiDle. The second or third 
ing sensation in passing urine, which was probabl story should always be preferred for a bed chamber; 
provoked by the stienulus upon the bladder. But ail _ with the windows oppusite. and always lowered in 
these sensations very svon subsided, and a vicour warm dry weather: it is better that the air should 
seemed to be restored to the constitution, which 1, be let inte a reom, throuch the top of the window; 
had not experienced for vears. I have not since lad this may be done at all times, tf the leat of the wea- 
a paroxysm, and only a few times some small symp- ther requires it. If the atmosphere is damp, let a 
toms of asthma. Besides the violent attacks, i bad , cloth curtain down, which wili deprive the atmos- 
scarcely passed a night without more or less of it, phere of its humidity whilst passin through it. Very 
and often so as not to be able to lie in bed. Since) little exercise should be used during the warmest 
that time I have enjoyed as good Lealth as, perhaps,’ part of the dar; the dress should be light and loose; 
before the first attack. | acidulated drinks, witi. moderately nutritious diet. 

“I have given the minute detail of my own case, What exercise is used should ‘ve taken between the 
from an apprehension that this plant, judiciously em- · hours of seven * eleven in the morning, and from 
ployed, may apprvach nearer to a ific in this, four to seven in the evening. 
most — complaint, than ap cher that has | The preventives to the influence of malaria, may 
been yet discovered. But lam aware much further be considered in relation to those agents which 
experiment is necessary to ascertain its real value. limits its sphere of action and motion: and those 
Several medical gentlemen have since made use of) which cgntroul the susceptioilities of the system tr 


pulmonic irritation of effused serum. My constitu- 
tion Las been free, I believe, from any other disor- 
der, than what has beea occasivned hy an affection 
wee hee precordia, and straitness 
breast, ot € symptoms produced by that 
affection. 4 
“The result of subsequent practical observation 
has amply confirmed the utility of lobelia inflata in 
various diseases. In numerous instances of asthma 
it has procured the most essential relief, though in 
general its eflects were only temporary and pallia- 
tive. Asa it has been found useful in con- 
sumptive other coughs depending on mucous ac- 
camulations in the bronchial vessels, by exciting nau- 
sea and ion. From its very ope- 
ration as an emetic, and its sti i ts on the 
mouth and fauces, beneficial results might be expect- 
ed from its use in croup and whooping-cough: and 
in some trials our expectations have been realized 
in this respect. It may perhaps be anticipated to 
supersede seneka as a remedy in the former, and an- 
timonials in the latter affection. More extensive 
ical knowledge of the properties of this plant, 
and the various forms and circumstances of its ad- 
ministration, is still, however, a most desirable ob- 
ject. 
‘ “The leaves should be collected in August, while 
the plant is in blossom, and carefully dried and pre- 
served for use. From ten to twenty grains of the 
powdered leaves will, in general, be a suitable 
duse, as an emetic, for an adult, or it may be re- 
ted in smaller quantities. Asa pectoral. it ma 
| be given in powder or pills alone. or combined with 
other remedies, ed in sinail doses, till an evi- 
}dent good result is observable. Of the saturated 
| tincture, twenty, forty, or even sixty drops may be 
safely given to children of one or two years old, in- 
creasing it as occasion may require.” Coze’s dm. 
Disp. 
— — 
THe Nonat a4ax Puysicat INFLUENCE oF THE 
Morsinc axp Evexinc arm ON MAN. 




















o. 


“4g 


= 
ie 


a 


z 


BE 
i 


; 


ii 


I 


E 
! 
| 
h 
Hi 


will be admitted with impunity. 
If we accustom ourselves to dine 
» at that time, is prepared for the reception 
our dinner; but if we should defer that meal for one 
or two hours, such delay will disturb the 
functions of digestion, and a disordered state of the 
stomach, liver, and bowels, will be the consequence. 
So in relation to the use of spirits; if we must use it 
we should resort to it at certain hours of the day, 
taking a given quantity, of one kind and quality. 
As to ine, it should never be resorted to, un- 
less it is actually required. In sickly seasons, the 
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and bowels should be obviated by suitable medicines; 
and the diet must be simple and nutritious; the 
quantity suited to the constitution, habits, and a- 
mount of physical exercise, peculiar to the indivi- | 
dual. 
T. he continued. 
— — 

* Analysis of Rhubarb.—lIt is some time since Mr. 
Nawst,an Itaiian chemist, announced the discove 
of a crystallizable vegeiabie alkali in rhubarb. Mr. 
Caventou has repeated the experiments of Mr. N. 
and finds them, in many respects, inaccurate. Up- | 
on analysing the alcolwlic extract of rhubarb, by 
the aid of alcohol and ether, empioyed seperately | 
and combined, Mr. C. obtained a fatty matter, con- 
taining a little oduriferous volatile oil; and a yellow | 
colouring principle, capable of crystallization, and | 
of being sublimed without decomposition, which i 
may be called rhu/artin. He also detected in the | 
alcoholic extract, a brown substance, insoluble in l 
water when pure, tut readered soluble by combina- | 
tion with rhubaroin; when it forms a compound, J 
constituting the caphopicrite of some chemists, and 
the rhubarbin of Psaff.—Arch. Gen. 

Mr. Gronce W.Crnrenten, of this city, prepares | 
the medicinal principle of riubarb in combination | 
with sulphuric acid, under the wame of sulphate of | 
rhubarb, by the following process: i 

“Boil, for half an hour, six pounds of coarsly pow- | 
dered Chinese rhubarb in six gallons of water, aci- | 
dulated with, two and a half fluid ounces of sulphuric | 
acid; strain the decoction, and submit the residue | 
to a second ebuilition .n a like quantity of acidula- i 








ted water: «train as before, and submit it again to a | ounces of the sulpluret of potass. Mean time requi- 
third eballition. Unite the three decoctions, and | red for the cure, 17 3-10 days. This method is very 





“Remedies for lich. For the benefit of all those 
whom it may concern, on either side of the Tweed— 


or even in our good town of Berwick, we publish 
the fullowing important information respecting 
best, quickest, and cheapest modes of curing the | 
itch. Dr. Maury has made a series of experiments, 
to this effect, in the St. Louis Hospital—and twenty- ; 
one formule are given, with their results. e 
subjoin four of the most efficacious. 

“Camphorated liniment of M. Valdy; 
of two ounces of olive or almond oil, and two drachms 
of cam Mean duration of the treatment, 13 
3-16 days. This medicine is too expensive for habi- 
tual use at an hospital: it stains the linen; the smeil 
is not unpleasant; it effects the cure without irrita- 
re- 
— fur private practice. ‘The cempound liniment 
of M, Fournier differs from the preceding, only in 
the addition of two drachms of liquid ammonia, and 
the combination is favourably spoken of. The me- 
dium length of time required for the cure being re- 
duced to 11 4-16 days. 

“Sulphur pomatum of M. Helmerick: sublimed 
sulphur, two parts; purified potass, one part; iad, | 
eight parts. Two frictions are made in the day, 

two ounces of the pomatum for each. Mean 
duration of the treatment, 11 7-16 days. The price | 
of this is moderate; it soils the linen from the excess | 
of fat over the alkali; has some smell, but does not | 
incommode the skin, and effects a speedy cure.— | 
It differs little from the pommade sulphuro-alcalin , 
employed at the hospital of St. Louis. 

Pomatnun proposed by M. Melier: subcarbonate 
of soda, two ounces; water, one ounce; olive oil, four | 
ounces; flower of sulphur, four ounces. Dissolve | 
the subcarbonate in the water, and add the oil, so as | 
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of the sulphate of quinia, yielded by the same weight 
of cinchonia not acted on by water. 
“As decoctions and aqueous extracts of bark are 
febrifuge, though containing inconsiderable i 
quinia, and 


bark, but that the extractive matter also possesses 
that property. 

‘*His resuits present a striking diflerence between 
alchoholic and aqueous extracts of bark; for while 
the former contain nearly the whole of the salifiable 
principles, the latter contains very little —Revur 
Medicale. Ibid. 
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4 ew LECTURES will commence, as usual, on 
the first Monday of November, and terminate 
in the first week of the ensuing March. 

Anatomy and Surgery, by Dr. Duper. 

Institutes of Medicine and Clinical Practice, by Dr. 

CaLpwett. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by Dn. Draxz. 

Obstetricks and the Diseases of Women and Chil- 

dren, by Da. Ricunanpson. 

Materia Medica and Medical Botany, by Da Snort. 

Chemistry, by Dr. Biytue. 

The of the Bank of the Commonwealth of- 
Kentucky, heretofore received at par, by the Pro- 
fessors, having nearly gone out of circulation; 
cie, or its equivalent will hereafter be expected. — 
The price of each ticket is fifteen dollars, with the 
exception of that to the course of Anatomy and Sur- 
gery, which istwenty. The Matriculation, with ad- 
mission to the Library and Reading Room, which 
are kept open every day, is five dollars i 
the aggregate fees fur instruction $100. 

The Livrary, containing about 3000 volumes, is 
constantly augmenting, Ly the importation of new 
standard and periodical works, from Great Britain 
and the continent of Europe. 











to make a soap; then add the sulphur by little and 
little, carefully mixing it. Of this two ounces are 
to be used for each friction, and those to be y 
ed twice a-day. Meanperiod required for the cure, 
137-10 days. This method presents the advantage 
of an oil and alkali united in such proportions as to 
furm a soap, by which means it is prevented from 
staining the linen, and cures the eruption without 
irritating the skin. It is not without smell. It is 
suggested that camphor might be substituted for 
the sulphur, in the proportion of four drachms to the 
quantity above ; 
**Sulphureous baths. 


To acommon bath add four 


The difficulties experienced by the two last 
Classes, from the disproportionate size of the Anato- 
mical Hall, have been obviated by the erection ot 
a new one, of enlarged dimensions, with appurte- 
mances and conveniences aot surpassed by any 
other ia the United States. 

By order of the Faculty, 
DAN. DRAKE, M. D. 
Dean of the Medical Faculty. 
Transylvania University, f 


July 15, 1826. 
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add, ny small portions, recently powdered pure lime, | gentle, effecting the cure without inconvenience, 
constantly stirring it to facijitate its action on the i buislowly, and not suiting every patient. The bath 
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